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WELCOME TO THE CENTER

Aggressively promoting research informed by practice, the Buffalo
Center for Social Research advances faculty and graduate student research programs that
identify real-world solutions for local and global social problems impacting individuals,

families, and communities.

We strive to develop reciprocal community partnerships that link practice and research.
This allows practitioners to assist in identifying critical research questions and in project
design, and results in research informing practice as study findings with utility are dis-
seminated and integrated back into the practice community. Research results then enter the
public domain and major findings are disseminated to the scientific community,

policy makers, and the social work profession.

As a training ground for graduate students and new investigators, the center
promotes externally funded interdisciplinary research that builds on faculty

strengths and UB 2020 strategic initiatives.

Established in 2005, the center assists faculty in submitting millions of dollars

in grant proposals each year in a broad range of research areas, including ad-
dictions, aging, evidence-based practice, health disparities, trauma, and violence. As we
continue to expand our impact, we expect to grow substantially in terms of the scope of

research conducted and the value of funded grants awarded.

We are grateful to Nancy Smyth, dean of the School of Social Work, and the faculty for their
commitment to build the center’s research enterprise. We also appreciate the guidance of

our regional and state board of advisors.

We encourage your involvement in the center as we strive to make a difference in people’s

lives through research that translates into real-world impact.

Catherine N. Dulmus, PhD

ASSOCIATE DEAN FOR RESEARCH AND DIRECTOR,
BUFFALO CENTER FOR SOCIAL RESEARCH
CDULMUS@BUFFALO.EDU
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As part of the UB School of Social Work, the center
helps secure extramural support for the scholarly,
research, teaching, and community service activi-
ties of faculty and graduate students through in-
dividual, collaborative, and interdisciplinary grant
proposal submissions.

The resources and functions of the center

include:

e All phases of grant development, from

project design to fiscal analysis
e Full in-house grant submission process

e 4,000-sq.-ft. office and interview space for

project utilization

¢ A data analysis laboratory for doctoral
students and faculty

e Grant and project management

e Research assistantship opportunities for

graduate students

Faculty research interests and expertise include ad-
dictions, aging, trauma, violence, evidence-based
practice, developmental disabilities, gender issues,
children and youth issues, and health disparities.
A variety of community-based research projects on
these topics are in progress.

The center significantly extends the school’s mis-
sion of developing and conducting research and
scholarship that seeks solutions to social prob-
lems as social work practices are advanced. This is
promoted through a number of affiliations and

consortia established in regional, national, and

international venues.

The center assists faculty members and doctoral
students in identifying specific funding sources.
It also expands current extramural funding and
collaborations to further develop extramurally

funded projects.

Current funding sources for projects include the
Hartford Foundation, National Cancer Institute,
National Institute of Alcoholism and Alcohol
Abuse, National Institute of Drug Abuse, New York
State Office of Mental Health, and the Robert
Woods Johnson Foundation.

The center also administers School of Social Work

pilot project funds received from donors.

The center houses various institutes, centers, and
projects, including:

¢ Institute for Nonprofit Agencies
* Program Evaluation Center

¢ New York State Office of Mental Health and
the New York State Schools of Social Work
Deans’ Consortium Project on Evidence-based
Practice

¢ Interdisciplinary Conference on Clinical

Supervision

The University at Buffalo School of Social Work
began as an accredited school in 1934, among the
first in the country. An exceptional faculty is
committed to teaching, leadership, and cutting-
edge research and practice skills that have

real-world outcomes.

More than 4,000 successful graduates are social
work professionals, including practitioners, re-
searchers, and educators who influence public
policy or work one-on-one with those in need.
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