
Aggressively promoting research informed by practice, the Buffalo 

Center for Social Research advances faculty and graduate student research programs that 

identify real-world solutions for local and global social problems impacting individuals, 

families, and communities. 

We strive to develop reciprocal community partnerships that link practice and research. 

This allows practitioners to assist in identifying critical research questions and in project 

design, and results in research informing practice as study findings with utility are dis-

seminated and integrated back into the practice community. Research results then enter the 

public domain and major findings are disseminated to the scientific community,  

policy makers, and the social work profession.  

As a training ground for graduate students and new investigators, the center 

promotes externally funded interdisciplinary research that builds on faculty 

strengths and UB 2020 strategic initiatives. 

Established in 2005, the center assists faculty in submitting millions of dollars 

in grant proposals each year in a broad range of research areas, including ad-

dictions, aging, evidence-based practice, health disparities, trauma, and violence. As we 

continue to expand our impact, we expect to grow substantially in terms of the scope of 

research conducted and the value of funded grants awarded.

We are grateful to Nancy Smyth, dean of the School of Social Work, and the faculty for their 

commitment to build the center’s research enterprise. We also appreciate the guidance of 

our regional and state board of advisors.  

We encourage your involvement in the center as we strive to make a difference in people’s 

lives through research that translates into real-world impact.

Welcome to the center

Catherine N. Dulmus, PhD
	 associate dean for research and director,

	 buffalo center for social research	

	 cdulmus@buffalo.edu 

Contact

Buffalo Center for Social Research

University at Buffalo

219 Parker Hall

Buffalo, NY 14214-8004

(716) 829-3991

(716) 829-3992 (fax)

sw-cfr@buffalo.edu

www.socialwork.buffalo.edu/research/

l i v i n g  p ro o f. r e s e a r c h  m a k e s  a  d i f f e r e n c e . 

Transforming  
	 research into real-world impact.

l i v i n g  p ro o f. r e s e a r c h  m a k e s  a  d i f f e r e n c e . 

 B u f f a l o  C e n t e r  f o r  S o c i a l  R e s e a r c h

Prevention Service Outcome Evaluation

Family-based Prevention for 
Children of Alcoholics 

Understanding Adolescent Perceptions of Community Services

Latino Community Behavioral 
Health Needs Assessment

Improving Identification and Treatment of Co-Occurring Substance Abuse and Mental Illness in Therapeutic 
Justice Courts

Extended School Day Violence Prevention Program

The Initiation and Implementation of a Community Transition Team Approach for Chronically Homeless Adults with the Co-Occurrence Of 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Disorders

Healthy Living in Two Worlds

Evidence-based Practice in Mental Health

Mother’s Alcoholism and Children’s Victimization
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Advancing Research

As part of the UB School of Social Work, the center 

helps secure extramural support for the scholarly, 

research, teaching, and community service activi-

ties of faculty and graduate students through in-

dividual, collaborative, and interdisciplinary grant 

proposal submissions.

The resources and functions of the center  

include:

	 •	A ll phases of grant development, from 		

		  project design to fiscal analysis

	 •  Full in-house grant submission process

	 •	 4,000-sq.-ft. office and interview space for 		

 	  	 project utilization

	 •	A  data analysis laboratory for doctoral		

		  students and faculty

	 •	G rant and project management

	 •	 Research assistantship opportunities for 		

		  graduate students

Research Interests

Faculty research interests and expertise include ad-

dictions, aging, trauma, violence, evidence-based 

practice, developmental disabilities, gender issues, 

children and youth issues, and health disparities. 

A variety of community-based research projects on 

these topics are in progress. 

The center significantly extends the school’s mis-

sion of developing and conducting research and 

scholarship that seeks solutions to social prob-

lems as social work practices are advanced. This is 

promoted through a number of affiliations and 

consortia established in regional, national, and 

international venues.

Types of Funding

The center assists faculty members and doctoral 

students in identifying specific funding sources.  

It also expands current extramural funding and  

collaborations to further develop extramurally 

funded projects. 

Current funding sources for projects include the 

Hartford Foundation, National Cancer Institute,  

National Institute of Alcoholism and Alcohol 

Abuse, National Institute of Drug Abuse, New York 

State Office of Mental Health, and the Robert 

Woods Johnson Foundation.

The center also administers School of Social Work 

pilot project funds received from donors.

institutes, centers, Projects

The center houses various institutes, centers, and 

projects, including:

	 •	I nstitute for Nonprofit Agencies

	 •  Program Evaluation Center

	 •	N ew York State Office of Mental Health and 	

		  the New York State Schools of Social Work    	

		D  eans’ Consortium Project on Evidence-based 	

		  Practice

	 •	I nterdisciplinary Conference on Clinical       	

		  Supervision

About the SCHOOL

The University at Buffalo School of Social Work 

began as an accredited school in 1934, among the 

first in the country. An exceptional faculty is  

committed to teaching, leadership, and cutting-

edge research and practice skills that have  

real-world outcomes. 

More than 4,000 successful graduates are social 

work professionals, including practitioners, re-

searchers, and educators who influence public 

policy or work one-on-one with those in need.

(continued on far right page)

The interviews we conduct and the data we collect all translate to a real-

world experience. The center’s applied research approach has many prac-

tical applications. Meaningfully translating research findings 

back to the community to enhance practice and public policy out-

comes is a priority of the center. 

Thomas H. Nochajski, phd

Associate Professor 

It is exciting to be partnering with the research center to build 

a workable infrastructure for research and development within our agency. 

This partnership benefits the community and those who receive community 

mental health services. It could ultimately be a national model for 

university and behavioral health agency collaborations that promote practice 

to research and research to practice. 

Bruce C. Nisbet, LMSW

President/CEO, Spectrum Human Services,  
on a National Institute of Mental Health grant proposal to support a practice-research collaboration 

Our center is a wonderful and important resource for faculty who are 

starting research projects and who are looking to successfully get external 

grants. The center provides us with a very important resource for 

pilot funds because grant proposals are strengthened if you have pilot data. 

I feel very grateful, as a new faculty person, to have access to this resource.

DIANE E. ELZE, PhD

Associate Professor 

In recent years, the school has expanded its 

programs and enrollment and added centers and 

institutes for research, professional outreach, and 

development. Students now study in a range of 

programs across Western New York State.

About the University

The Buffalo Center for Social Research is among 

the wide-ranging research initiatives that thrive 

at the university. UB is among the nation’s pre-

mier public research institutions, with particular 

strengths in leading-edge life sciences research  

and high-performance computing. 

Founded in 1846 as a private medical college  

and merged with the State University of New 

York system in 1962, UB today is New York State’s 

premier public center for graduate and profes-

sional education, as well as the state’s largest and 

most comprehensive public university. A member 

of the prestigious Association of American Univer-

sities, the University at Buffalo stands in the first 

rank among the nation’s research-intensive public 

universities.

The university’s public mission of outreach to the 

community and the world means that a significant 

portion of our research and education efforts is 

tied to societal needs. The organized units and  

the research projects of individual faculty members 

have resulted in substantial funding from federal 

and state agencies, private foundations, and indus-

trial research partners.

About Buffalo

The superb quality of life and low cost of living are 

hallmarks of life in the Buffalo Niagara region.  

A well-rounded living experience can be enjoyed 

any time of year, from a variety of great restau-

rants and clubs to historic architectural wonders. 

All-season sports and activities abound for all types  

of enthusiasts.

From the daily essentials to a world of culture and 

leisure, Buffalo is among the most affordable and 

appealing places to live: a friendly, convenient, 

vibrant area that is inviting to many people (who 

immediately feel at home). 

Buffalo Center for Social Research




